Chattisham & Hintlesham Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHATTISHAM AND HINTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY HALL MEETING ROOM ON THURSDAY 8th October 2015

----------------------------------------------------

PRESENT:  Stephanie Coupland (chair), Ian Bryce, David Marsh, John Whyman, Frances Self, Diane Chase, Jamie Bostock and Peter Eaton. 
Parish Clerk: Samantha Barber.
County Councillor: David Busby
District Councillors:   Nick Ridley and Barry Gasper
Members of the Public:  Seven 
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Chris Leney, Ben Cox. Margaret and Robert Taylor have unfortunately resigned from the parish council and a sincere thank you was expressed to both for their time as Councillors 
2. To approve the minutes of the meeting dated 10th September 2015
The minutes had been circulated to all councillors and were approved by Peter Eaton and seconded by Diane Chase. The minutes were signed by Ian Bryce.

3. Declaration of Interest of any item on the Agenda

Jamie Bostock signed in relation to a planning item being discussed during the meeting

4. Matters arising from the Minutes dated 10th September 2015:
David Marsh signed the declaration of acceptance of office and was formally welcomed onto the Parish Council by Chair Stephanie Coupland

Yellow Lines – George Street outside Hintlesham Primary School. The clerk had obtained an update from Steve Merry SCC Highways. ‘Our colleagues in KMG are in the processes of designing the Traffic Regulation Order for the yellow lines. It has taken longer than anticipated in part due to pressures to complete other designs particularly those associated with immediate safety issues’.
Pond Hall Road – The clerk had enquired with SCC Highways about the roadworks at Pond Hall Road. Apparently the traffic lights are protecting an area of highway that has failed due to the embankment slipping after being undermined by flood water. KMG are close to finishing a design to undertake a permanent repair the embankment and reconstruct the failed section of road. Originally it was thought that the edge of the road would require sheet piles to hold it back but it will now be a cheaper quicker repair. 

Hinterland – There had been no further clarification from Babergh regarding the issue. Clerk will pursue with Babergh once again. 

Barn House – The planning application has been referred to Planning Committee and will be on the  meeting agenda for Tuesday 13th October. Frances Self will attend and have the statutory three minutes to put forward the views of the Parish Council. Nick Ridley mentioned that it would be a difficult application to turn down given that the report from planning gave many reasons for it to be passed, however this was questioned by Peter Eaton as the parish council had found justifiable reasons within Babergh’s own planning policies why the application should be refused.  It was mentioned that it is extremely difficult to find the planning papers on the Babergh website and details of the planning committee meetings.

The Old Builders Yard, Duke Street, Hintlesham – The planning has been granted contrary to the parish councils objections.

The question was raised as to why Babergh did not apply their own policy rules to this development, and the answers as to why the application had been passed given in the letter from planning deemed unacceptable to the parish council. Nick Ridley was challenged about the reason why answers to specific questions about backland development and settlement patterns were not answered. Dave Busby suggested it may be worth talking to the case officer Alex Scott. It was decided to send a letter once again from the parish council asking the specific question about backland development as so far any correspondence from Babergh planning has been vague and unacceptable. 

Frances Self was thanked for taking the minutes in September
5. Adjournment for Reports from County and District Councillors, Police and Comments from Residents

County - The bridge closure at Burstall took place on the weekend of the 3rd and 4th of October. There were a number of issues including traffic using Pigeons Lane (both ways) and some of the wording on road closure signs which had to be changed. It was noted that the whole road closure was a shambles with a lack of signage and also issues with the road closures at Barking which was one of the diversion routes. 

Facilities Management, Recruitment, Properties – Dave Busby is a  trustee for a number of subsidiary companies for SCC all making money and proving potentially positive for SCC as an income stream. Peter Eaton expressed an interest in the make - up of these companies.

Wolsey Grange – The traffic report is being chased up by Dave Busby but currently there is nothing to report. The Belstead House development comprising of 155 houses and a care home should be going through planning soon as first development in that area.

District – There is a call for sites for gypsy and travellers by Babergh which is of concern for many. Community Achievement Awards are open for nominations until the 31st of December.

 Devolution is being explored with the possibility of Suffolk and Norfolk working together.

Wolsey Grange consultation is now closed with concerns about traffic, design and number of houses.

Parish Liaison Meetings – Two meetings are planned in November with invitations having been sent to all Parish Councils. 

Cllr Barry Gasper reported that the question of the cost of consultants at Babergh had finally been answered with £26k being spent on consultants/educators.

Business Rates – In 2020 business rates will be paid directly to district councils however the actual value to  councils is somewhat debatable.

Police – 4 crimes were reported in Chattisham (all burglaries) for the month of September with no crimes in Hintlesham for that period.

Members of the public – 

Phil Branton an architect working on behalf of a resident to propose a development of potentially eight new dwellings, pre application discussions have been held with Babergh. The proposed development would work within policy CS11. Two new accesses would be formed. Detailed landscaping proposals and ecology reports will be included in the planning application. Two affordable homes are included in the design and would be managed by a housing association. A public open space is also included as part of the application No dialogue has been entered into with highways as of yet. The development is going on agricultural land. A public meeting for residents to attend was discussed as a good idea once a planning application is made

S106 – A resident spoke about the plans for the S106 money and mentioned that the 200 club should be increased to then be used for maintenance. A suggestion for a multi- use sports area was made to be used by the school etc. It was noted that it would be inappropriate to discuss community council matters at a parish council meeting. 
6. Planning.

B/15/01245 – Three Mile Farm Cottage 

Erection of two-storey detached replacement dwelling, following demolition of existing dwelling

The parish council were all in favour of the application.

B/15/01255 – Mill House, Mill Lane, Chattisham

Erection of single storey extension

The parish council were all in favour of the application

B/15/01254 – Oak Cottage, Duke Street, Hintlesham

Erection of detached double garage in rear garden.

The parish council were all in favour of the application

To note Babergh planning decisions:

B/15/00889 – Richmond,Silver Hill,Hintlesham – application granted

B/15/00872 – Chapel Cottage,Duke Street, Hintlesham – application granted

B/15/00842 – Wood Farm,Pond Hall Road,Hintlesham – application granted

7. Parish Council Vacancies.

Two vacancies now exist in Chattisham following the resignation of Margaret and Robert Taylor.

Advertisements will be placed in The Link and on the noticeboards and website with the hope to co-opt two new councillors as soon as possible 

David Marsh agreed to take on the role of Footpath Officer and Ben Cox will be asked if he will take on the job of Road Safety Officer

A letter of appreciation would be sent to Margaret and Robert.
8. Reports from Parish Councillors

Diane Chase mentioned the footpath at the rear of Chattisham Hall. The broken style has been removed.

Speedwatch – A speedwatch in September in George Street caught six motorists speeding one of whom was travelling at 47mph

The Speedwatch co-ordinator in Suffolk is leaving and has yet to be replaced.

9. Finance
The following cheques were approved by the Council and signed.

100881

S Barber

Clerk Salary

£312.60

100882

Inf Comm
Data Protection

£35.00

100883

SCC – Vertas
Grounds Maintanance
£668.09



100884

The Link
Grant


£591.50

External Audit – this had been completed by BDO Stoy with no issues to report 

Jean Saunders had returned to the Parish Council an amount of £42.76 which was part of a grant given for the start-up of the neighbourhood watch scheme a few years ago. The clerk will pay this money into the Community Account with the proviso that it is still available in the future to Neighbourhood Watch should they need it.

An amount of £142 has also been paid into the Community Account from the former parish plan account. This would be made available in the future to any Neighbourhood Plan working party.
10.  Internet Banking
It was decided that with adequate controls in place the parish council would convert to internet banking and the clerk will begin the process with Barclays Bank. Proposed by Ian Bryce and seconded by John Whyman.

11. Play Area – S106 Money, Village Survey Update

Village Survey – 82 replies had been received with the following results. 49 in favour of resurfacing the Community Hall Car Park, 18 wanting to resurface the play area, 29 wishing to have table tennis tables in the Community Hall, 37 wanting super- fast broadband, and 11 who wanted to see gym equipment installed on the playing field.

The possibility of the Community Hall Car Park being resurfaced together with the provision of table tennis tables financed through the S106 money was discussed at length. It was decided that a meeting should be set up between Nick Elliot (Babergh DC), Ian Bryce and the clerk to seek some clarification. The clerk will 

arrange.

12. Correspondence

The following paper correspondence had been received and will be circulated

Clerk magazine

Clerks and councils direct magazine
Community Achievement Awards – nominations are now required with a closing date of the 31st December 2015
13. Any Other Business/Items for Next Agenda

Planning, Community Achievement Awards

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.15pm
