Chattisham & Hintlesham Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHATTISHAM AND HINTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY HALL MEETING ROOM ON THURSDAY 12th November 2015

----------------------------------------------------

PRESENT:  Stephanie Coupland (chair), Frances Self, Diane Chase, David Marsh, Peter Eaton, Ben Cox, Ian Bryce, John Whyman, Chris Leney
Parish Clerk: Samantha Barber.
County Councillor: David Busby
District Councillors:   Nick Ridley 
Members of the Public:   16
1. Apologies for Absence
Barry Gasper, Jamie Bostock
2. To approve the minutes of the meeting dated 8th October 2015
The minutes had been circulated to all councillors and were approved by Peter Eaton and seconded by Ian Bryce. The minutes were signed by Stephanie Coupland

3. Declaration of Interest of any item on the Agenda

Chris Leney signed in relation to the planning item.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes dated 8th October 2015:
Yellow Lines – As previously reported in October Steve Merry Highways SCC has confirmed that the Hintlesham school yellow lines project is second in line for funding as an issue with the collapse of the road surface at Pond Hall Road will take precedence.

Hinterland – No further defined explanation has been received from Babergh.

Old Builders Yard - Frances spoke to Alex Scott about why the planning application was passed. Apparently it was passed because it was a replacement dwelling of the same footprint although it replaced what is effectively a shed. It also had an existing access to the road. Babergh do not have a policy for backland   development and no plans for one. Nick Ridley’s view that there is always a grey area in planning and officers are making the decision for more and more planning applications. Members cannot call all applications to committee. Planning officers decisions are scrutinised by the senior planning officer. John Whyman commented that decisions seem to be subjective and do not follow the Core Strategy.

Barn House – Frances Self attended the planning committee meeting and gave the case in objection of the application as did Nick Ridley. However the application was passed with 8 votes to 6. Frances Self was thanked for her work on both applications. 

Wolsey Grange – Ian Bryce attended a meeting with James Finch SCC at Sproughton about the development and in particular infrastructure. The feeling was that the County Council had not given much thought to how the traffic infrastructure for all of the proposed developments in the area such as Wolsey Grange and Belstead House would be managed. SCC are due to report back in February 2016 with a traffic strategy.

Community Achievement Awards – This was discussed and hopefully a suitable recipient will be found.  

Vacancy – three people had come forward as interested in the two Chattisham vacancies.

Footpath – At Chattisham Hall walkers have reported a problem with dogs getting over or under the style. David Marsh has had a look at the footpath and David has contacted Kevin Verlander SCC Rights of Way and will await his feedback.
5. Adjournment for Reports from County and District Councillors, Police and Comments from Residents

County - David Busby reported that the Fire Service need to make cuts of 1.3million. A consultation is taking place over the next 14 weeks. Fire engines are being cut by 50% in Ipswich. The police are also facing cuts which are yet to be detailed. Local policing is still considered a priority. On Wednesday 18th November a Safer Neighbourhood Team police meeting will take place at Pinewood to which everyone is welcome. A Wolsey Grange meeting and site visit has been held. The strategic transport plan is being chased however it does not seem to include any potential Chantry Vale development which could amount to 600 homes plus. A TV programme is being made similar to Question Time where volunteer members of the public are required.

No further developments are forthcoming regarding Broadband

District – Clr Nick Ridley asked for feedback from the recent Parish Liaison Meeting. An enormous amount of planning applications are currently being dealt with .There is a £1 million gap in the budget which may see a rise of 1.99% to Council Tax, the first for three years. Devolution is still being discussed.

Public – 

A group of parents from Hintlesham School are setting up a committee to look at road safety issues and possible solutions. They will report back to the Parish Council with their findings

S106 – Residents spoke about the possibility of a muga (multi-use games area)and has been investigating costs. A games area with a Tarmac surface £40-50k and Astro Turf £60k . Using the S106 money would be an option together with grant funding. A small management team may be necessary. Evidence will be needed for Babergh to support spend of S106 including support from PC, Community Council and the village. It was pointed out that whatever the project everyone needs to be sure there are long term revenue streams to make sure everything can be maintained. The Community Council struggle to raise funds for maintenance and do not feel able to take on a project such as a muga. A committee will be formed and investigations made about all of the options.

Planning – B/15/01490. A resident commented about the topography of the land meaning that the houses would sit very high. The proposed open space is a concern and also access on to the highways. The character of the village is being spoilt. Concern were raised about the hedgerows being maintained. Issue with the school and its capacity. It appears to be the start of a ribbon of houses. Residents were reminded to send views to Babergh as well as speak to the Parish Council. Everyone was reminded that the planning application is outline and could be altered in terms of number of houses etc.

Lorries are an issue all through the night along Duke Street, the clerk will contact Babergh environmental health and see if there are any restrictions on time etc.
6. Planning.

B/15/01490 – Land between 2 Victoria Cottages and Red House Cottages, Duke Street, Hintlesham.

Outline planning for the erection of 8 dwellings.

Two inaccuracies were noticed in the application, there is no shop in Hintlesham, and it is stated that the application is not in a special landscape area which it actually is. In the pre application advice it was stated by Babergh that there has to be some evidence of local need. There does not appear to be a local need as the previous affordable housing built in the village are not all occupied by village residents. It was mentioned that there is no need to build houses outside the built up area. It was deemed that S106/CIL would still need to be paid even though there is a provision of open space. The management of the open space would hopefully be dealt with by Babergh with the condition of a management plan in the application process.

A request would need to be made for it to be put to planning committee. 

The parish council decided to object to the application. This was proposed by

Frances Self, seconded by David Marsh. A vote was cast with 3 abstaining meaning (formally decline to vote either for or against a proposal or motion), 6 objecting.

The exact reasons for objection would be detailed and attached to these minutes.

To note Babergh planning decisions:

Barn – B/15/01109 - granted

Oak Cottage – B/15/01254 - granted

Three Mile Farm Cottage - B/15/01245 - granted

7. Parish Council Vacancies and Co-option.
Three residents had kindly come forward as candidates for the two vacancies

Stuart Kellett and Debbie Archer were welcomed to the council after a vote

8. Reports from Parish Councillors

Broadband - John Whyman spoke about broadband. A working party has been formed and a meeting held. There appears to be a big variation in broadband speeds in the village. The potential for overhead broadband is being looked at. A mast being placed in the village being an idea long term. A report will be made to the Parish Council in December. An infinity box is planned for Chattisham in the New Year by BT. 

Buses – The 7am from Hadleigh has now ceased. Suffolk Community Transport are happy to provide the service with a grant from SCC. Dave Busby spoke that the grants are being reduced and will investigate the possibility.

Community Council – working parties have cleared the leaves and pond.

Parish Liaison Meeting – Stephanie Coupland, Ian Bryce and the Clerk attended. Town and Parish Newsletters were discussed with feedback requested about the information they contain and there relevance. Strategic housing and assessment of housing needs was the most important item on the agenda with groups assigned an officer from Babergh and much discussion and ideas put forward. Also mentioned was the call for sites for three short stay gypsy and traveller sites in Suffolk and an explanation of how these sites would be managed.

 Barn House – Frances Self thanked Dave Busby and Nick Ridley for their support at the recent planning committee meeting.

Table Tennis Tables – The idea of having a table tennis club and purchasing tables with some of the S106 funding was well received in the recent village questionnaire however at the moment no-one is available to drive the project forward. It was also mentioned at this time that the Community Council would be funding the necessary stone for the Hall car park. 

9. Finance
The following cheques were approved by the Council and signed.

100887 

S Barber



Clerk Salary
£110.68


100888

Hint & Chatt Comm Council
Hall Hire
£82.50

Sign Internet Banking Forms – The forms from Barclays were signed by Stephanie Coupland, Ian Bryce and Ben Cox.
10. Correspondence

The following paper correspondence had been received and will be circulated

Clerks and councils direct magazine
11. Any Other Business/Items for Next Agenda
Precept, Over Air Broadband

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.23pm

