Chattisham & Hintlesham Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHATTISHAM AND HINTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY HALL MEETING ROOM AT 7.30pm ON THURSDAY 13th November 2014
----------------------------------------------------

PRESENT: 
Councillors:  Stephanie Coupland (chair),  Robert Taylor, Margaret Taylor, Peter Eaton , Ted Wright,Diane Chase,Ben Cox, Jamie Bostock and Chris Leney 
Parish Clerk: Samantha Barber.
District Councillors:  Nick Ridley, Peter Jones
Members of the Public:  There were five members of the public present
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence had been received from Frances Self, Ian Bryce and John Whyman
2.
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF 9th October 2014
Copies of the minutes had been circulated to all councillors and were proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by Ted Wright and seconded by Robert Taylor with all in agreement. The minutes were duly signed by Stephanie Coupland.

,
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA:
Declarations were made by Chris Leney in respect of the planning for Maple House and by Ben Cox and Stephanie Coupland with regard to the highways item for George Street.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES :
Play Area – unfortunately no updates could be given regarding the play area, however once the relevant councillors are all available then discussion will resume regarding the replacement of bark and other matters.
All other items are dealt with on the agenda.
5. ADJOURNMENT FOR REPORTS FROM COUNTY, DISTRICT COUNCILLORS AND POLICE AND COMMENTS FROM RESIDENTS:

District Council – Clr Nick Ridley reported the following. Wind Turbine at Pannington Hall – No date has yet been made for the application to be decided and there is still no recommendation from the planning officer. Work on the budget continues. Councils are reminded to make nominations for the Community Achievement Awards. 
Planning – The application for an extension to the orangery building at Hintlesham Hall (B/14/01186/FUL) was decided by planning committee on the 12th of November and Clr Ridley expressed his surprise that no-one from Hintlesham PC had attended to make their objections. The matter was discussed at length with the outcome that the Parish Council would need to contact Babergh by phone or by looking at the planning agenda on the website to see when an application was being heard. In the future the clerk will check with Babergh. 
Police – Unfortunately no police officer was present. No crimes had been reported.
Residents – Residents attended concerned about the planning application for Maple House (B/14/01195/FUL). The issues raised with the application included the loss of amenity for neighbouring residents. The area is quiet and rural and general increased development of the land including the horse walker and menage and increase in the amount of horses kept at the property together with light pollution concerns emanating from lights staying on until late at night Residents were very worried about how the use of the land and property had changed and intensified over time and that if the application was passed then this will continue.
6.  REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS :
Highways – Councillors had met with Steve Merry (SCC Highways) to discuss ongoing parking issues with the school in George Street on the 14th October. Mr Merry had sent a draft proposal by e-mail which was discussed by the Council. It was noted that overall it provided a practical solution to the problem but that parking restrictions should be in force until 5pm and that should also apply to Chattisham Lane. The clerk will reply to Mr Merry with those comments and ask that all residents of George Street be consulted and request a timeline of when changes to road markings would take place.
Speedwatch – An hour speedwatch session in Duke Street caught 16 people. Councillors discussed the fact that this is a regular occurrence and that clearly speedwatch does not deter speeding motorists. The clerk will contact Steve Merry (highways) to see if there are any practical traffic calming solutions that can be implemented in Duke Street.

Community Council – Leaf clearance will take place on the first Sunday of the month 

7. FINANCE: 

The following cheques were approved for payment by the Council. Proposed Chris Leney, seconded Ben Cox.
Chq No

Payee


Expense

    

 Amount

100858

S Barber


Clerk Salary


£97.65

100859

SALC      

Filming Seminar


£36.00
100860

H & C Comm Council
Hall Hire


£49.50
                                                           

The Community Council had paid an amount of £6.00 to the parish council in respect of the playing field and this was duly receipted by the clerk







8. FILMING OF MEETINGS:

Stephanie Coupland attended a seminar hosted by SALC in relation to the recent change in legislation allowing filming and recording of meetings to take place. A number of conditions apply regarding the rights of members of the public who do not wish to be filmed and the editing of filming. As a result the standing orders of the council will be changed by the clerk and it was agreed to include the protocol drafted by SALC in the council’s standing orders to aid the clarity of the new ruling. A declaration will be read at the start of any meeting where members of the public intend to record or film.
Concerns were raised about the editing of a parish council meeting and subsequent circulation on social media and it was suggested and resolved by the council that the clerk would purchase a voice recorder (Dictaphone) with the cost to be agreed and split between the three parish councils for which she is clerk and in the event that a meeting was being filmed would record that meeting to provide a true and accurate record of events.

9. PARISH LIAISON MEETINGS:
Parish liaison meetings had been attended by councillors Stephanie Coupland ,Peter Eaton,Ian Bryce and the clerk at Babergh. The meetings included a broadband infrastructure update, Hintlesham should have superfast broadband available by the end of the year however people were reminded that this could not be automatically accessed but would have to be via you’re internet provider. There was no available date for when Chattisham.would be connected. The majority of the meeting focussed on Planning Policy (CS11) . Hintlesham is classed as a Hinterland village however this does not afford any protection from development and it was discovered that there are no upper or lower limits for development rather any application would need to meet six major criteria in Policy CS11.

At the evening session, a member of Babergh’s Planning Dept suggested that the UK should follow the lead of The Netherlands and build on greenfield sites, the reason being that the populations of each country were similar. Later in the meeting that same Officer stated that Central Government had decreed that the planning application process should become “paperless”. Peter Eaton wrote to Head of Communities Jonathon Free pointing out that both these statements were factually wrong.  Mr Free acknowledged this in his reply, and confirmed that he would speak to the officer concerned! 

The role of Neighbourhood Plans was raised and discussed once again by the Council, however Clr Nick Ridley mentioned that production of a plan is an enormous amount of work and that planning restrictions in place should afford protection to the village. Councillors asked Clr Peter Jones that if an application did not meet the criteria would it be refused, the reply was that each case is taken on its individual merits. The New Homes Bonus was raised and the fact that this being an important income stream for the District Council could mean that plans are looked upon more favourably.
It was agreed by the Council that a Neighbourhood Plan be put on the agenda for January and seriously considered by the Parish Council as a means of affording some control over any future development plans in the village. 
10. PLANNING:
The following planning applications were considered by the council
B/14/01333/FHA - Tor Gable,Silver Hill,Hintlesham – alterations & extension

The council objected due to over development of the site
B/14/01317/FHA – Hope House,Duke St,Hintlesham – single storey rear extension

The council had no objections.
B/14/01195/FUL – Maple House,California Lane,Hintlesham  - change of use of land from agricultural to equine (retention of) and erection of horse walker (retention of)

The council objected to the change of use from agricultural to equine with six councillors voting with the objection and two against with one abstaining. The reasons cited were that it would be over development of the land inappropriate for the rural area causing a loss of amenity to the surrounding properties.
The council objected to the erection of the horse walker with all eight councillors in agreement with one abstaining from the vote. The reasons for objection were that the horse walker would be an eyesore and a commercial addition to a quiet rural area causing a loss of amenity to neighbouring properties
11. HIGHWAYS :
Items relating to highways had already been covered elsewhere on the agenda

12. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
No correspondence had been received by post to be circulated
13. AOB/ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:
Precept and Budget for 2015/16
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm
